Business Planning Basics  

1.	Assess Yourself & Your Skills
	
	www.iseek.org/careers/skillsAssessment
	 

2.	Plan Your Business

	www.sba.gov
	www.positivelyminnesota.com

	
3.	Research Your Plan

	www.jjhill.org

4.	Market Your Services
	
	www.vistaprint.com
	http://www.gmarketing.com/




Alternate Ideas to Consider

· Purchase an existing business

· Franchising
	www.franchise.org

· Direct Selling
	www.dsa.org
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Legal Advice
	Form of Business (sole proprietor, LLC, etc.)
	Contracts & Paperwork
	www.legalcorps.org
	www.nolo.com

Assumed Name
	Minnesota Secretary of State
www.sos.state.mn.us/ 

Licensing
	www.license.state.mn.us/

Zoning
	ci.(insertcityname).mn.us 

Insurance
	Insurance Information Institute
	www.iii.org/insurance_topics/ 

Taxation
	Internal Revenue Service
	www.irs.gov
	Minnesota Department of Revenue
         taxes.state.mn.us/business_taxpayers/pages/index.aspx 

Benefits
	www.dol.gov/dol/topic/health-plans/index.htm 

Family Assets for Independence in Minnesota
	www.minnesotafaim.org/business.cfm
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